
Sermon prepared for Grace Church, December 20, 2015 by Jonathan Shradar 
 
I am thankful that my Mother-in-Law is visiting us… ultimately, it means that someone 
else can watch the sappy holiday movies with Stacy!  
 
You know the type. Two enemies become best of friends while being forced to serve in 
the soup kitchen. The rich guy is finally sees the need for charity in encountering a little 
girl full of Christmas cheer! The main character wallows in the desperation of his normal 
everyday only to realize it is a wonderful life. Or the ones where two career minded 
twenty-somethings are so involved in their work that they keep missing the opportunity 
to meet each other - they would be perfect together - but once they finally slow down 
enough to listen to carolers sing Silent Night and watch Christmas lights flicker, their 
eyes meet and romance is kindled… and thank goodness for the carefully placed 
mistletoe!  
 
Hearts of the characters are revealed or awakened to love and the best of these stories 
force you to pay close attention, drawing you in, to understand the character’s heart, 
what motivates how they live and what they value - how they relate to others.  
 
This morning we are going to do the same thing with the apostle Paul as he finishes his 
letter to the church in Rome.  
 
A Gospeled heart beats for others.  
 
Romans 15:14-16 
 
Since Easter, with a couple of breaks mixed in, we have been studying Romans. And if 
you have been paying attention, you may have noticed that we skipped the first verses of 
chapter 15. I promise we will return to that text in January as we unveil the new mission 
and vision statement for Grace Church, and present to you a new Book of Church Order 
- how we function and care for one another.  
For the last couple of months we have waded through the very practical section of 
Romans. Now, in our text for today, Paul has come to the end of his instructions for the 
church and he begins with a recounting of his reason for writing to them and in his 
concluding words we see a reflection of his priorities, that have been formed by his 
gospeled heart.  
 
Now, I realize that is seems like I have made up a word. But I can’t think of a better 
word to describe Paul’s motivation and care for others. Here was a murderer, a 



persecutor of the church, and he had an experience with Jesus. He was then 
transformed by the good news that the Messiah had come and called him to preach 
freedom to the oppressed. Paul is a man fully gospeled. Enraptured by the truth of Jesus 
and soaked through with its life-altering goodness.  
 
His parting words expose his heart, and I think it can encourage us today. To think what 
our heart might look like and be encourage by the source of his heart change.  
 
There is much of value in these verses and this morning we will fly over it faster than a 
tie-fighter over the death star… Attributes of the gospeled heart, and then the Path to a 
gospeled heart.  
 
 
A) Attributes of a Gospeled Heart 
 
There may certainly be other characteristics of the gospeled heart, but here in Romans 
15 and 16 I think there are six attributes that we can see. And all of them are outward 
facing - they all show a hearts for others.  
 
1) Glorifying  
 
Paul’s work and his words in this letter are all for the glory of another.  
Romans 15:15-19 “But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of 
reminder, because of the grace given me by God [16] to be a minister of Christ Jesus to 
the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the 
Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. [17] In Christ Jesus, then, I 
have reason to be proud of my work for God. [18] For I will not venture to speak of 
anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to 
obedience—by word and deed, [19] by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of 
the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have 
fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ;” 
 
Even the most mature of churches needs reminders of the truth of the gospel, and this is 
what Romans is for the church. And Paul did not write it for his own name, to make 
himself famous but because of his missionary call.  
 
Because of the grace given him to be a minister of Jesus to the Gentiles. This is a holy 
occupation for Paul, and he sees his strong language and exhortation aimed at bringing 
believers to maturity in Jesus. And he can boast in this work because it is what Christ 



has accomplished through Paul as a missionary - and by the power of the Spirit he has 
aggressively shared this gospel of Jesus from Jerusalem all the way to what would 
modern day Albania - Balkans in Europe.  
 
Some might be inclined to say “look at Paul… he is such a skilled evangelist…” But Paul 
would correct them, ‘look at what Jesus has done through this short, bald-headed 
brainiac.’ Jesus used a nerd to spread his gospel, to call people into relationship with 
God and build his kingdom.  
 
Colossians 1:28-29 [28] Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. [29] For this I toil, 
struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.” 
 
The source of power and the target of glory is Jesus. Paul knows there is nothing more 
meaningful, no accolades, no venture more worthwhile, than bringing glory to Christ. 
His gospeled heart is a glorifying heart.  
2) Purposeful 
 
Paul is determined to glorify Jesus in his labors and he also is purposeful in extending 
that glory.  
 
Romans 15:20-21 “and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, [21] but as it 
is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who have never 
heard will understand.” 
 
Ambition to preach where people have never heard of Christ before. The Apostle to the 
gentiles, really going to unreached, or untouched peoples. It is what has taken him all 
over the Mediterranean and it is his motivation for coming to Rome.  
 
The church in Rome is great, and would certainly benefit from having Paul there to 
teach them, but he desires to see them in passing, on his way to the frontier of Spain 
where he will continue his purpose of preaching the gospel.  
 
He has the vision to see a harvest in other lands, to go to Wild West of his day to share 
the truth that has captivated him - that has shaken him.  
 
This purposefulness is certainly an extension of glorifying (as any of these attributes 
could be) but it is unique in the way it is planned. Paul could glorify Jesus by preaching 



about him wherever he was, quite without schedule or agenda. But Paul doesn’t seem to 
have much time for going with the flow… he has a mission and he has ordered it as far as 
the Spirit will let him.  
 
So often I approach life as it approaches me! I have principles, trying to glorify God in 
every circumstance, but this planning and unwavering pursuit is something I only aspire 
to. But in the way the gospel has grabbed Paul, he shapes his path with purpose to carry 
the greatest message to the farthest points.  
 
This gospeled heart glorifies God over himself and has a purpose, a plan… he also knows 
he can’t do it alone, this heart is prayerful.  
 
3) Prayerful  
 
Paul explains that he has to journey to Jerusalem to give the financial support of the 
churches he has been ministering to. But he doesn’t have an attitude of “I’ve got this…” 
instead he asks for the church in Rome to pray for him.  
 
Romans 15:30-33 “I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love 
of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, [31] that I 
may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may 
be acceptable to the saints, [32] so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be 
refreshed in your company. [33] May the God of peace be with you all. Amen.” 
 
This is Paul’s M.O., to ask for prayer, to encourage prayer and to pray - all through his 
letters. This is the guy who has written of the wonderful truth of being chosen in Christ, 
without guilt or condemnation, fully indwelt by the Holy Spirit in power, and he models 
a posture of petition.  
 
For success, for God’s will. The gospeled heart knows the source and place of 
relationship with the savior that blinded him on the road to Damascus. And this is not a 
prayer of solitude… he invites the church to “strive together” with him.  
This is a reflection of Paul’s style of prayer. “Strive” is to contend, to assist in a struggle. 
Involved, active and fervent.  
 
I wonder what the Lord might do if we were to have Paul’s understanding of the 
authority we have been given in prayer… and strive together in it.  
 



Paul’s gospeled heart is not only concerned with praying for his work but it is outwardly 
focused, praying for others. In the introduction to this letter he prays for them. 
 
Romans 1:9-10 “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of 
his Son, that without ceasing I mention you [10] always in my prayers, asking that 
somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.” 
 
Without ceasing, all the time, he mentions them in his prayers.  
 
A gospeled heart is glorifying, purposeful and prayerful.  
 
4) Loving  
 
Chapter 16 is mostly a list of people in the church in Rome or those they encounter that 
Paul knows by name and has great affection for. The same people he has mentioned in 
his prayers.  
 
Romans 16:1-16 “Greet…” “Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of 
Christ greet you.” 
 
He lists some 27 people in the chapter and each one he describes, he commends Phoebe, 
who will deliver the letter, and asks the church to “greet” all the others. I think of this 
like my parents, far off, “hug the kids for me.”  
 
And this is an impressive list for a number of reasons; Paul’s first convert is listed, those 
doing significant ministry and fellow prisoners for the faith. There is also a high number 
of women showing their influence and role in the church from the earliest days.  
 
If you love people you talk about them - and here is Paul revealing his love. And he 
seems really good with names. Think of all the people he has met in ministry and yet he 
knows all of these - probably because he has spent so much time praying for them by 
name.  
 
And he encourages spreading the love (kisses of affection) - By this they will know you 
are my disciples if you love one another - and what an invitation it is.  
 
Given who we are, a collection of broken people, incapable of saving ourselves yet given 
a mind blowing gift in Jesus and his grace to love us by giving up his life for us. This is 
what we share in common, how can we not love each other. Even the annoying ones, the 



ones vastly different from yourself, because of the love that has come to us! What has 
and is happening in our hearts flowing out to others. 
 
What a difference authentic Christian affection can make in a cold, indifferent world.  
 
Paul models the loving affection for others of a gospeled heart. And Paul’s love is his 
motivation for the next attribute, his gospeled heart is also protective.  
 
5) Protective 
 
Elders protecting the church - shorts!  
 
I have a protective streak… been thinking about it this week. If I am watching my kids 
play on a playground and I see them slighted by another kid… oh man! Comment about 
friend... It’s weird, come as me and I will be unphased…  
 
This is Paul, in a much more sanctified way. He can’t tolerate those that would harm the 
church, the ones he loves and out of love he abruptly tells the Romans to be on guard for 
false teachers.  
 
Romans 16:17-20 “I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause 
divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid 
them. [18] For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and 
by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. [19] For your obedience 
is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good 
and innocent as to what is evil. [20] The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” 
 
Hold on a while longer, The God of peace is working violence against Satan… and as you 
are held in the grace of Christ, watch out for those who cause division, be wise as to what 
is good and innocent as to what is evil. Don’t stand for things contrary to the gospel.  
 
This was the first century and still in our day we have the smooth talkers and flatterers 
set on deceiving the naive.  But in love, a gospeled heart protects and calls the church to 
stand firm.  
 
We live in an interesting time, where standing for the doctrines we have been taught in 
Scripture is called hate and many suggest love is affirming every belief simply because 



someone holds it no matter how far from the truth it is. No, love snatches the child out 
of the street before the bus hits them. Love protects.  
 
By calling the church to watch out, by elsewhere calling on the elders to stand guard 
against false teaching and by wishing emasculation on doctrinal predators, Paul shows 
the protective love of his heart for others.  
 
A gospeled heart beats for others. In Paul, it is glorifying, pointing to Christ; it is 
purposeful, casts vision and pursues it; it is prayerful, petitioning for God’s will and 
power; it is Loving, it just can’t get over the people that love Jesus, true and pure 
affection for one another; and it is protective, don’t mess with my peeps and peeps: be 
careful, watch out!  
 
6) Contagious  
 
A gospeled heart is attractive, and it brings others along!  
 
Romans 16:21-23 “Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason 
and Sosipater, my kinsmen. [22] I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. 
[23] Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city 
treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you” 
 
We can only imagine the scene when Tertius is writing down what Paul is dictating to 
him… all the boys have crowded into the room to hear what Paul would say to the 
church… and there are high fives all throughout, “Yeah give them grace!!”  
 
What transformed the man who people feared, who people avoided, to the man that 
people latched onto, to give their lives in ministry alongside him? The gospel of Jesus, 
and his gospeled heart is spreading to others. He passes it on at every opportunity.  
 
We spend so much time trying to not be contagious - running nose, keep that kid out of 
the nursery! But oh to be contagious for the gospel. A gospel infection!  
 
Paul, motivated by his gospeled heart is taking people with him and investing in them, 
because he wants them to have what he has.  
 
And that is really the point of Christianity isn’t it? To be contagious. To spread the news 
of Jesus and have our hearts transformed to care for others. It is certainly what we have 
read in our study of Romans.  



 
To be glorifying, purposeful, prayerful, loving, protective and contagious.  
 
These are all things to be desired in our lives and the life of the church. That we would 
truly glorify God in our worship and ministry, and in our lives. That we would be 
purposeful in how we carry out our mission - active, relentless. That we would be people 
of prayer, saturating the throne of grace with our petition and praise.  That we would 
love… This must be a place where those longing for love can be loved. That we would 
protect each other from false teaching and division. And that the Lord would make us 
patient zero as the contagion of the gospel spreads wide and far.  
 
How do we get there?  
 
B) Path to a Gospeled Heart  
How do I get a gospeled heart?  
 
Reflecting on doing all things for God’s glory, Paul says to the Corinthians church: 1 
Corinthians 11:1 “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 
 
Imitating Paul… we can do that… but even his call to imitate is pointing somewhere else. 
Paul may be a model for us… but he is not the hero, he is not the generator of a gospeled 
heart, he is just evidence of it.  
 
His heart beats for others because of another’s heart beat.  
 
The way to this heart is the same way for Paul - the truths that he has declared - the 
reminders he gives - drench yourself in them.  
 
This is the application - pursue Jesus - repent and believe. Study the Word, petition, 
pray and beg the Spirit to gospel your heart, to make the truths of our redemption and 
adoption permeate all of who we are and all that we do.  
 
We glorify him because there is no other name worthy of glory.  
 
We live on purpose because we know he saved us on purpose.  
 
We pray because we know he constantly prays for us and hears us.  
 
We love because he first loved us.  



 
We protect each other from false teaching because he made clear what the prophets 
pointed to.  
 
We become contagious because he is the One others catch.  
 
A Gospeled Heart Beats for Others. We get it by the good news… a steady and full diet of 
the grace of Christ. By the Spirit that reminds our heart of our adoption and empowers 
us to love others.  
Advent is about getting ahold of your heart and transforming it. I think it is so rich to 
hear the gospel heartbeat during Christmas.  
 
I know of few things that have moved me more emotionally than hearing my Children's 
heartbeats for the first time.  The wonders of technology allow us to witness the vigorous 
life beginning.  
 
I wonder what it was like for Mary to feel that heartbeat for the first time outside the 
womb. Sure, the angel told her all the things that her son would do - that he was the son 
of God. But to see him in the flesh and to feel the steady beat of his heart… the innocent 
and sweet heart powering the lungs that cried in her arms… a heart that beat to bring 
good news, to bring liberty to the captives, to declare freedom from sin and wrath.  
 
A heart that beat, ultimately to stop beating.  
 
To take our place on a rough cross, to face the punishment for our sin, and to declare it 
finished with his final breaths…  
 
This is Advent as it is meant to be, more about a death than a birth.  
 
Christ bore our sins in his own body when he died. He took our judgment. He canceled 
our guilt. And that means the sins are gone. They do not remain in God’s mind as a basis 
for condemnation. They are consumed in the death of Christ.  
 
Which means that God is now free, in his justice, to lavish us with the new covenant. He 
gives us Christ, and the Spirit that we will know him, for our enjoyment. And he writes 
his own will—his own heart—on our hearts so that we can love Christ and trust Christ 
and follow Christ from the inside out, with freedom and joy. That we would have 
gospeled hearts beating for others.  
 



 
May it be so in us.  


