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We have come to the end of Romans chapter 8. Through chapters 6, 7 & 8, we have been 
thinking through, and letting the good news of Jesus influence the “daily struggle of our 
victorious life” in him.  
 
There have been some golden truths. Union with Christ. Death to sin. New identity and 
new purpose. Then we came to chapter 8 and the Spirit empowered life. It is as if we 
have been listening to an amazing Rock ballad that has been building steam and is just 
now coming to a massive crescendo.  
 
From this section of Scripture you could rightly conclude that upon hearing it all we 
might as well jump off the ground and fly things are so good for us. These are the things 
of steel-strength confidence. And maybe that is you today - and we need you - to share 
your confidence in Jesus.  
 
Yet, for many of us, something else happens. We hear the great Scriptural truths, we are 
comforted and challenged by the calls to live in our new identity in relationship with 
God with Spirit power. Then we step out into life… Maybe as soon as you get in the car 
or even leave your seat in this auditorium you are struck by the voices of accusers… 
“That can’t really be true…” “They just don’t know how awful you are…” Perhaps it is 
verbalized from those we thought loved us, “you are worthless…” “I can’t take it 
anymore…”  
 
And we begin to question ourselves… “I am just not strong enough for this…” “How can 
God love me and let me suffer…” “I can’t stop sinning… this just isn’t working…” “If only 
I tried harder…” 
 
And what was meant to be Christian confidence becomes despair as we tune into the 
accusations and look inward at ourselves for victory and the ability to live…  
 
Though the accusers roar their lies and tempt us to navel gaze, Jesus is fully aware that 
this will be our struggle… and because of that, His Word provides a steady drumbeat of 
the gloriously good news of his work and our security in him.  
 
So we come back to the fountain and drink deeply of this goodness and glory that our 
confidence might increase and that he would rid us of our despair.  
 



This is the water of refreshment and strengthening for us this morning… 
 
God has protection, provision, justification and unshakeable, inseparable 
love for you in Christ.  
 
Romans 8:31-39 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? [32] He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things? [33] Who shall bring any charge 
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. [34] Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the 
one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed is interceding for us. [35] Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
[36] As it is written, 
 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
[37] No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. [38] For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
 
Context: We have spent six weeks in Romans 8 and we have read that there is no 
condemnation against us, sinners that we are, because God has united us with Christ. 
We have read that the Holy Spirit indwells us. He marks us as people with new spiritual 
mentality. We have seen that the Spirit gives us a sense of God’s fatherly goodness.  
 
We have heard that all of creations’ true form and function will eventually be released as 
we, God’s children, come into our inheritance of redemption. We have seen that as we 
make our way through the often difficult journey of this life, God is conforming us to the 
image of his Son and always at work for our good. And that God will without a doubt, 
brings us into glory with him forever.  
 
The Spirit has stacked the deck for those that have faith in Jesus and now it seems that 
Paul just can’t contain himself… the gospel is too good, in Christ you are justified, 
sanctified and will be glorified, “What then shall we say to these things!”  
 



And he goes on to give us four Trump cards to transform our lives. When the 
accusations of the enemy or the situations in our life suggest otherwise, these four things 
prevail over all of it. This morning we will just follow the text and put these 
proclamations in our pockets to remind us day in and day out.  
 
God protects us, God Provides for us, God Justifies us, and God loves us.  
 
We at times feel as if there is far too much opposition, but in Christ, none of the 
opposition can stand.  
 
1) God Protects Us 
 
v. 31 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?”  
 
What then shall we say… about everything that has come before. That we are in Union 
with Christ, that we are free and without condemnation. That we are adopted and filled 
with the Spirit.  
 
If God is for us who can be against us. This is all that Paul has written to this point, and 
especially here in Chapter 8, brought to a conclusion. Many of us have committed this 
verse to memory.  
 
We recite it often… and they are words that bear the power of eternity… If God is for us, 
the creator, the omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent… the One that speaks a word and 
uncharted territories of cosmic beauty exist out of nothing.  
 
The God that is so much higher than us in his thinking and his ways, the God we can’t 
fully contemplate for his holiness and perfection and timelessness; He is for you. And if 
he is for you, none can be against you.  
 
Now if Paul had stated this question differently we might be bummed out. If he had said, 
‘Who is against you?’ Man, where do I start?! Satan is against me, the world is against 
me, the broken people around me can be against me, and my sinful flesh is against me… 
the list could go on. But Paul asks it differently, not to disregard the reality of opposition 
- those motivated to trip us up and harm us - but to give us a view of what have in a 
protector.  
 
And if God is our protector, if he sticks up for us, none of those can stand against us, 
they are not effective and will not ultimately have their way.  



He means that with God “for us” it makes not the slightest particle of difference who is 
against us. No foe can prevail against people who are supported by a God like that.  
 
If God is for you, then God would have to be defeated for you to be defeated.  
 
At this truth our sense of vulnerability loosens and we can go through the difficulties of 
life assured that all of it is working for our good and that the purposes of God are never 
thwarted.  
 
We never have to rely on our own ability to fend off opposition and say “I hope this ends 
well” as if it is left to us or chance… because we know that if we have faith in Jesus, if we 
have believed in him for salvation, the forgiveness of sin and new life, we are assured, 
safe, and secure come what may.  
 
The Christian’s confidence is in God, not in anything we do ourselves, and for all 
eternity we can rely on God’s gift. Paul is not speaking out of grim desperation, but in 
“joyous elation” He is not in a pit hoping on God, he is rejoicing that since God is for us, 
none can be against us.  
 
It changes things. Our skin thickens, our resilience shines and we live with boldness.  
 
Many of you know my love of Church History… one man central to the Reformation 
actually lived under the banner of Romans 8:31. Philip Melanchthon was a peer of 
Martin Luther’s and arguably had more of a lasting influence on the Protestant 
Reformation. He too was a professor at Wittenberg and was the one that showed Luther 
that a word the church had translated “penance” was actually “repentance.” His 
commentary on Romans would help form much of the Reformed thinking of the day and 
he was primarily  responsible for the creation of the Ausburg Confession.  
 
He was slight compared to Luther. Not gregarious, but over and over again found 
himself opposed and at times violently. Those around him were struck by his bravery 
and boldness… And the text that he had adorned on the wall of the university - “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” Was the fuel for his life.  
 
Oh to live a life enlivened by this protection and care of God. How might yours be 
different under this banner of God’s protection? What foes would lose their teeth to this 
truth? What discouragement would melt before an all powerful God?  
 
What opportunities would you take with freedom and fearlessness? 



What shall we say to the glory of the gospel? If we are in Christ, God is for us, and if God 
is for us, God protects us, none can be against us.  
 
Not only does God protect us, he provides for us…  
 
2) God Provides for Us  
 
v. 32 “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things?” 
 
This is God acting on our adoption as sons and daughters. Providing for us as a faithful 
Father would. We can think of Jesus teaching on prayer saying, ‘which father among you 
if your child asked for bread would give them a stone?.. If you who are evil know how to 
give good gifts of provision, how much more would your Father in heaven give good gifts 
to those that ask him.’ 
 
The trump card of provision is not only about receiving and the gifts, it is put in light of 
what we have already been given. Jesus! He did not spare - he did not keep from you his 
prize, the treasure of heaven… of course he will give you all things - he will provide.  
 
Here “gave him up” has the sense freely or graciously giving. God, in giving his son and 
all things we need for salvation and life, does so with no grudging hand. He is excited to 
do it.  
 
Since God gave his only Son for us, he will withhold nothing beneficial from us.  
 
Suppose you randomly walk into a Bentley dealership and enter a drawing to win the top 
of the line sedan. Bling for days. And you win it. When you go to pick it up they say, “It’s 
all yours - tax free. Take it home!” But they refuse to give you the key Ridiculous! If the 
car is yours, whatever you need to drive it is yours. Likewise, since we have received the 
incredible gift of God’s Son and salvation in him, it is ridiculous to suppose God will not 
give us everything else we need.  
 
We know from 2 Peter 1 that “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain 
to life and godliness…” 
 
This is provision for spiritual and physical life. And it doesn’t always look like we might 
imagine… and we should not misuse this - “meant to have a Bentley!”  
 



Paul in speaking of contentment… speaks of all he is given in Christ.  
Philippians 4:19 “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus.” 
 
At this truth, is where trust is lived out. It ends fear of the unknown, we can labor well 
knowing that God has promised to provide all we need. Some of you have ministered to 
me in the last few weeks as you trusted in God’s provision amidst the potential of layoffs 
and uncertainty. “It is in God’s hands…”  
 
The all things work for good - God is a God of provision and care. Ultimately with the 
provision of Christ himself and certainly with all things… our inheritance with him! 
 
We could walk away encouraged right now… even if we don’t fully feel it, we can lean 
into these truths, but the song isn’t over… there is more to God’s protection and 
provision… he justifies us.  
 
3) God Justifies Us 
 
v. 33-34 “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. [34] 
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” 
 
Paul has used this “justification” language quite a bit in Romans and we have learned 
that it is our change in standing before God, that we are made right, made ‘just’ through 
faith in Christ.  
 
I think the Spirit has Paul talk of justification so much because it is a reality that we 
forget is accomplished and we fall into attempts to justify ourselves, with our behavior 
or comparison with others. We are disheartened and confused by a culture that tells us 
to prove ourselves and earn our place in eternity…  
 
We come to this text and we are slapped awake by this glorious work of justification and 
that it is God who does it.  
 
And now, in Christ, the accusers have no traction.  
 
The Judge has already dealt with all charges against us in the death and resurrection of 
Christ. Self-justification is futile. 



It is God who justifies. There is no condemnation for those in Christ, the same Jesus 
that died as our substitute, and more miraculously was raised and who at this very 
moments sits with God the Father interceding, praying, pleading on our behalf.  
 
No accusation stands in the face of his work and intercession. You can’t even mess it up 
for yourself if you are his.  
 
But I haven’t stopped sinning… We act like God’s work is not sufficient…  
Your sin cannot keep you from your glory, because your sin is what your interceding 
Priest removes.  
 
The believer might well be concerned about his sins and wonder whether in the end they 
might prevail against him. Paul is sure that they will not. Since it is God who justifies, 
the believer’s justification can never be overthrown. 
 
“If we did not qualify ourselves for God’s love to begin with, how can we disqualify 
ourselves now?”  
 
From this truth we dive deeper into the gospel, the good news of Jesus as we pursue the 
experience of the Union with Christ we know is guaranteed by faith in him. We long for 
transformation and seek the Spirit’s help. We worship with security. And we can rest our 
heads at night knowing Jesus’ obedience is ours, and we are as secure as He is.  
 
If you struggle to fully believe this today, even your struggle won’t separate you from his 
purpose to do good for you, because the Son has believed in your place. Look away from 
yourself. “Look away from your faith or faithful obedience. Look to the faithful, obedient 
Son instead. Transfer all your trust to him and know that God is for us because we are 
his, just as God the Father is for God the Son because he is his…” 
 
God protects us, he provides for us, he justifies us… all because he loves us.  
 
4) God Loves Us 
 
Whatever you came in with this morning; suffering, heartache, discouragement, 
temptation, and even joy and peace… hear these words:  
 
v. 35-39 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] As it is written, 
 



“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
[37] No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. [38] For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
This is the warm blanket to remove the chill of dark nights, this is the salve to soothe the 
burn of life’s difficulties, this is the glorious goodness of God in Christ. That nothing will 
separate us… nothing is even capable of it… from the love of God.  
 
Paul knows that tribulation, distress, persecution, hunger, need and violence will come… 
and he uses Psalm 44:22 to indicate that suffering is not unexpected, but in Christ 
suffering becomes stepping stones on the pathway to sanctification and glory and will 
not jeopardize the love that is ours.  
 
The ESV has a definite “No!” That this all may come but No, they will not separate… The 
NAS has “but in all these things” So the sense is, suffering, accusation, trouble will come 
but in all of it we are super-conquerors through Jesus. In his love we are victorious.  
 
“More than conquerors” emphasizes the totality of the victory that God gives his 
beloved. 
 
Notice it is not our love, but his love. It is a keeping love.  
 
It isn’t ultimately the strength of your grip on God that keeps you safe, but it’s God’s 
loving grip on you! 
 
Paul moves to the first person and says that he is convinced without a shadow of doubt 
that there is nothing under or above the sun that can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ.  
 
Some might want to zoom in on the list of potential separators, but the point is that 
none of them works!  
 
There is nothing missing from this list…death, life, angels, rulers, things present, things 
to come, powers (demons), height, depth… and if it isn’t on the list, anything in all of 
creation… Nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ.  



If none of these can effect a separation, then why should believers fear? We are assured 
that God will always keep us secure in his great love. 
 
This is the Holy Spirit’s mic drop moment. We are given such great assurances, not only 
of freedom, empowerment, promised sanctification and glory, but protection, provision, 
and justification - and unstoppable, inseparable, fully, eternally secure love. BOOM!  
 
“The Spirit wants to blow your mind, to shake you up, to move you out of your apathetic 
complacency and cringing fear and self-absorption. He wants to overwhelm you, 
because otherwise you’ll continue to navel-gaze and list-make and try to pull the wagon 
of your self-improvement on down the glory road to the nirvana of self-approval. So he 
piles it on, redundantly, over and over again, trying to shake you free and loose you from 
all that you think you know about how love works.” -Elyse Fitzpatrick 
 
This is the place of Christian confidence, the love of God. The secure, love of God in 
Christ.  
 
Certainty in the love of God is how the gospel makes heroes out of ordinary sinners. The 
love of God is the key to the narrative of our lives. Your life is a love story! You can stop 
thinking of yourself as a victim. You are more than a victor. Your real life just happens to 
be the vehicle God is using to bring you to splendor. Your sufferings do not define you; 
the love of God defines you. And your persevering confidence in this love is the 
overwhelming victory of Romans 8.  
 
Take on the day knowing with full orbed belief you are now and forever in the glorious 
love of God united with Christ Jesus our Lord.  
God protects us, He provides for us, God justifies us and God loves us. God fights for 
you, God cares for you, he is loyal to you… We should never feel opposed by God, we 
should never feel condemned by God and we should never feel abandoned by God.  
 
May we so believe the gospel that we live in the atmosphere of God’s overcoming 
partnership, God’s over-compensating generosity, God’s overruling advocacy and God’s 
overwhelming love!  
 
God has protection, provision, justification and unshakeable, inseparable 
love for you in Christ.  
 
Response: 



Get in on it: This is pep rally material for the Christian - as every Sunday should be! 
But what for you that don’t have faith in Christ? What hope is there apart from Jesus? 
Friend there is none… momentary sense of something that will only crash down. In the 
same way that nothing can separate believers from the love of God, nothing other than 
the righteousness of Jesus can stand before God.  
 
Repent of your reliance on yourself to be good and prove your worth, and believe that 
Jesus has taken your place, living fully obedient, dying a death you deserved and giving 
you new life in his resurrection. Then start living in this glorious goodness. Commit to 
community and share these trump cards with others to remind each other!  
 
Remain in it: Christian, if you are like me you have spent too much time valuing things 
above Jesus, looking to position, power, pleasure or piety to comfort you.  
 
If we want to feel loved by God, we must repent that we have devalued God’s greatest 
gift and plead with him that from the heart we would esteem Christ above all else. 
Having Him, Jesus, we know we already have God’s best. We know that he is going to 
throw in everything else we need to enjoy his greatest gift fully. And that is when we stop 
feeling sorry for ourselves and start to feel loved. Pray that the Spirit would make this so 
in us.  
 
Live from it: This text, with passion, expresses the glory of God in Christ. That is ours 
and that we are to turn back toward him. “Glorify God and enjoy him forever.”  
 
“Mankind’s joy in inextricably connected to God’s glory. So in the end, what determines 
whether you are totally fulfilled and saved from ultimate despair is what you do with 
God’s glory. Do you embrace it joyfully? Or do you resist it? The first option ends forever 
one’s loneliness and insignificance. The second solidifies them.” Jared Wilson 
 
Boldness, courage, security, confidence are ours in Christ and are meant to be used in 
life. You know what it would look like, that kind of life, now run after it.  
 
God has protection, provision, justification and unshakeable, inseparable 
love for you in Christ.  
 
Close: Robert Bruce, a 17th century Scottish minister who had been ill, came to 
breakfast one morning with his family. He sat in silence. But suddenly he said to his 
daughter next to him, “Hold, daughter, hold; my Master calls me.’ He asked for a Bible, 
but he was dying and his eyesight was failing… ‘Cast me up the eighth of Romans,’ and 



he repeated the words as his daughter read to him: ‘I am sure than nothing in all 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ ‘God 
be with you, my children. I have breakfasted with you, and shall sup with my Lord Jesus 
this night.’ And putting his hands on the page of Romans 8, he said, ‘I die, believing 
these words.’  
 
It is a wonderful account among so many others of the endearing and empowering 
message of Romans 8. These words will certainly be a comfort in death for those who 
believe in Jesus as their savior. But the words of Romans 8 are about much more than 
our final moments in a world of suffering and pain… Today we can rest our hands on the 
pages of Romans 8 and declare “Believing these words, I LIVE!”  


